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By Richard P. McGuire 
In what Professor James calls a "major, 
major upgrade", the Villanova Law Library 
will undergo major renovations during the 
summer, including the creation of a new 
computer area with eighty-eight carrels for 
student use. 
down the hall to include the head librarian's 
office. This will also enclose the water 
fountain. A security desk will be inside the 
door immediately to the left. The current 
electronic security gate will be replaced with a 
less intrusive three column system that creates 
an electric field that senses when library 
material passes through. The circulation desk 
will be upgraded and also will be walled off by 
end of May and the contract calls for all work 
to be don by August first. The architects and 
planners believe this to be a realistic time 
frame, according to Dean Frankino. 
The actually computers have yet to be 
chosen, so it is not known at this time what 
capacity the new computers will have. 
Dean Frankino says that this renovation 
"puts Villanova in front of the curve in the 
transit from book to database." 
Each of these new station will have a 
databases, the Local AreiiNetwcMtTOTd 
internet, as well as video capability 
The law school has contracted will a 
Michigan furniture manufacturer to design a 
study carrel that "gives Law Students 
everything they should have in a work station." 
Each carrel will be slighter oversized. There 
will be a glass panel on the writing surface of 
the desk. The computer terminal will rest 
underneath this glass. The CPU itself will rest 
on the floor on the left hand side of the carrel. 
The keyboard will rest on a sliding adjustable 
tray underneath the desk. There will be also be 
jacks on the side of the carrel; one will allow 
students to attach their laptop computers to the 
LAN, and another will allow headphones for 
viewing video presentations. 
These changes are the first major part of a 
renovation of the law library. The new 
computer area, which will house the new 
workstations, will be on the main floor of the 
library where the federal and state reporters are 
currently located. This area will be sealed off 
from the reference area by a glass wall, and 
will be accessible through double glass doors. 
Four printers will be located in the reference 
area, which is dedicated as a noise area. The 
reference area will be the area immediately in 
front of the doors to the library. The actually 
doors of the library will be moved further 
on me far wMl behind tfiF^utfeiWreTe 
librarian bubble, which will be removed and 
left open. Three electronic card catalogs will 
be along the staircase. The reference room 
will extend from the computer area to the 
staircase, which will also have the glass wall 
and double door system. The rationale behind 
walling of the reference room is to allow an 
area in which noise is expected; the other areas 
of the library will be for quiet study. 
The area beyond the staircase to the left 
will be the new reading room. The offices 
along the far right wall of the library will be 
removed due to the addition of the reference 
room offices. The tables in the reading room 
will be replaced with sixty-two study carrels. 
There will be a new acoustically sealed 
copy room on the second floor of the library 
which will consolidate all the copying need of 
the students. 
In addition, there will be new wall to wall 
carpeting, as well as new wooden slat blinds 
for better heat control in the library. New 
ergonomic chairs will be ordered for each 
carrel. 
The cost, estimated to be anywhere from 
one half to three quarters of a million dollars, 
came from the Annual Fund participants, and 
will not cause student tuition increases. 
The renovations are expected to begin at the 
T u s t i n i a n  
SOMEONE YOU SHOULD KNOW; 
MELISSA WOJTYLAK 
Melissa Wojtylak (pronounced VOY-ti-lak) 
is a major player on the Villanova Law School 
Campus. She has served as Co-chair of the 
Women's Law Caucus and on the Curriculum 
Committee, and next year will serve as a Third 
Year Representative to the SBA. 
"I like being a part of where the school is 
going," Melissa says of her involvement on 
campus. 
Her experience on the Women's Law 
Caucus has given her visibility, an opportunity 
to work with the administration, and a chance 
to meet many of the important people 
practicing law today. Melissa is leading the 
way to justify the need for groups like the 
WLC and notes "There's a long way to go," 
with regard to changing the "old boy network" 
attitudes about women lawyers. She fights to 
make people "understand what feminism is 
really about." 
Next Year, as an SBA rep., she hopes to be 
"the eyes and ears of the class" and represent 
more general interests in the law school. 
Remember, 3L's, when you have a idea for 
something you want SBA to do next year, 
Melissa Wojtylak is the one you should know. 
Society Elects 
New Officers  
By Jim Arsenault 
The Villanova Law Chapter of the National 
Italian American Bar Association/Justinian 
Society met on Tuesday, April 18, 1995 to 
elect its officers for the 1995-1996 school year. 
Elected to serve for the coming year were: 
Tony LaRatta, 2L — President 
Tara McFillin, IL — Vice President 
Andrew Vella, 2L — Treasurer 
Judi Cannistraro, 2L — Secretary. 
According to outgoing president Paul 
Clemente, 3L, NIABA was organized at VLS 
by Philadelphia attorney and VLS alumni 
Mike Rainone. The national organization 
serves as a liaison between Italian-American 
students and members of the Philadelphia bar 
and bench. Over the past years, NIABA has 
sponsored several panel discussions on legal 
issues including the right to die and the legal 
profession in the 1990's, and engaged in 
charitable activities to benefit the Salvation 
Army and a local women's shelter. 
Open to all students of the VLS community, 
NIABA is actively seeking new members for 
the 1995-1996 school year. Any student 
interested in joining the organization or 
wishing further information should contact any 
officer or leave a note in the NIABA mailbox 
in Room 34. 
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Should ihe State Exercise 
the Right to Execute? 
T h e  M o r a l i t y  o f  C a p i t a l  P u n i s h m e n t  
Submitted by Dave Daigle 
John M. Haas is the John Cardinal Krol 
professor of moral theology at Si. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary, Wynnewood. 
Last month the St. Thomas More Society 
sponsored Dr. John Haas who lectured on the 
morality of capital punishment. The following 
is a condensed version of his lecture. 
The death penalty is one of the most hotly 
debated public policy issues in the country 
today, with the governors of both Pennsylvania 
and New York calling for an increase in its 
use. However, in 1980 the U.S. bishops called 
for the abolition of the death penalty. Since 
that time there have been many statements 
issued either by individual bishops or by 
provinces of bishops calling for its elimination. 
Consequently, some Catholics were 
confused to read in the new "Catechism of the 
Catholic Church" that there is a justification 
for capital punishment. The catechism states; 
"...the traditional teaching of the Church has 
acknowledged as well founded the right and 
duty of legitimate public authority to punish 
malefactors by means of penalties 
commensurate with the gravity of the crime, 
not excluding, in cases of extreme gravity, the 
death penalty" (2266) 
It might come as a surprise that the bishops' 
statement of 1980, which called for the 
abolition of capital punishment, acknowledged 
at the same time the right of the state to impose 
it. The U.S. bishops wrote; "Allowing for the 
fact that Catholic teaching has accepted the 
principle that the state has the right to take the 
life of a person guilty of an extremely serious 
crime...the question for judgment and decision 
today is whether capital punishment is 
justifiable under present circumstances." 
But how can the state assume a right to take 
human life? Do we not find in the Bible, 
""Vengeance is mine, I will repay,' says the 
Lord"? 
St. Paul himself quotes this sentence from 
the Old Testament in his letter to the Romans. 
But a few verses later he goes on to say: "Let 
every person be subject to the government 
authorities...Would you have no fear of him 
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and 
you will receive his approval, for he is God's 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain; 
he is the servant of God to execute his wrath 
on the wrongdoer." 
Vengeance or justice does indeed belong to 
God. But in this world, the agent of God's 
vengeance is the state, which has received its 
authority from Him to serve the common good 
of society by punishing evildoers, rewarding 
the good and protecting the innocent. The 
primary function of ruling authorities is to see 
that justice is done in the social order. They 
have the monopoly in the use of coercive force 
to see that justice is done. They are God's 
servants at the service of justice, not private 
citizens. 
Our Constitution affirms the right to life of 
the country's citizens and says they can be 
deprived of that right only after due process of 
law has found beyond a reasonable doubt that 
a citizen is guilty of a capital offense. Such a 
position is compatible with traditional Catholic 
teaching. 
Private, individual citizens, however, can 
never presume to take the life of another, even 
if the other is guilty of a grave crime. That 
right belongs to the state alone, and it can be 
carried out against a convicted criminal only 
by an agent of the state — and never with a 
sense of vindictiveness. 
However, these principles have become 
' confused in the United States so that today, 
without due process of law, innocent human 
beings (unborn children) are killed directly by 
private citizens. This is an unspeakably unjust 
situation that finds no support in the Catholic 
moral tradition or the american constitutional 
system of justice. 
It might rightly be asked if a society as 
confused about the fundamental nature of 
justice as our own can fairly administer the 
death penalty to those guilty of serious crimes. 
Can a state that sanctions the direct killing of 
innocent unborn children have the necessary 
understanding of its role as a servant of God's 
justice to impose the death penalty on anyone, 
even those convicted of terrible crimes? 
These are surely the kinds of concerns the 
bishops have in mind when they acknowledge 
that the state has the right to impose capital 
punishment but then go on to say that the state 
should not exercise that right. Human life has 
been so cheapened in our day that the state 
should find other ways to impose punishment 
on criminals. Furthermore, the Church always 
hopes that even criminals will repent and 
reform their lives if they are given the 
opportunity. 
It should be clear to Catholics that abortion 
- the direct taking of innocent human life by 
private citizens - is always and in all 
circumstances wrong. Capital punishment, 
however - the state acting as the agent of 
God's justice, imposing a just penalty on a 
convicted criminal - might sometimes be 
morally permissible depending on social 
circumstances. 
But the Vatican and the bishops of the 
Church have increasingly asked the state not to 
make use of this harsh punishment so that we 
as a society might develop a greater respect for 
human life and work more effectively for the 
protection of the innocent. 
T H E  S B 4  H A S  S W E A T S H I E T S  O N  S A L E  N O W  
STOP B Y THE SBA OFFICE IN ROOM 34.0NLY 
Plea to the Students! 
The Docket needs your help! The Villanova 
law Docket wants to have an issue out for our 
new IL's during orientation, but WE NEED 
YOUR HELP! It's very difficult to co-ordinate 
an issue over the summer (hey, hopefully I'll 
have a job to work on instead,) but it can be 
done. Our orientation issue will be an 
introduction to the law school for the new 
students. Tell them what they need to know! 
Write up reviews of local watering holes! Try 
to explain the color combinations in the lounge! 
Write a comic! Take some pictures! Just get all 
that stuff off your chest! Share your 
experience! Subvert the minds of incoming 
students with your own personal neuroses! It's 
fun and easy!Submit to the Docket mailbox in 
room 34 by WEDNESDAY AUGUST 16! This 
is your opportunity to see your name in print! 
Thank you for your future support. 
ih iS Space 
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  l e f t  
blank.  
—Docket  s taff  
WILL HAVE ITS NEXT 
STAFF MEETING IN 
AUGUST. ANVONE 
AND EVERVONE 
INTERESTED IS 
WELCOME. 
CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
PROGRAM FOR THE PA BAR! 
Contact your student reps 
Jim Heeney (3L) 
JoeMcMahon (3L) 
Molly Shannon (3L) 
Ron Sierzega (3L) ? 
SALE! 
$100 off 
PA COURSE -
only $1,195 
ttil4/7/95 
Bill Twardzik (3L) 
Megan Whitcopf (3L) 
George Senich (2L) 
Tara Lattomus (2L) 
Tony LaRatta (2L) 
Macom (31 
Brian Paszamant (2L) 
Rob Roshkoff (2L) 
Jane Ward (2L) 
Jeff Baker (1L) 
Jennifer Bebko (1L) 
Larry Verderame (IL) 
Stop by the BAR/BRI table every Wednesday - 2/8 through 4/5, Room 33 
i .  ijfcrr 
BAR REVIEW 
2100 Arch Street, 5th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(800) 452-7277 
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Impressive Turnout 
at NIAB A Chapter 
VNfee and Cheese 
Party 
By Michael C. Ramone 
At a very impressive gathering of law 
students, practicing attorneys, officers 
both of the local Justinian Society of 
Philadelphia and the National Italian 
American Bar Association. Professors 
Gafni and visiting students from Widener 
and Temple University, a Wine and Cheese 
Party held by the Villanova Chapter of the 
NIABA/Justinian Society was an out­
standing success. 
A catered dinner included many Italian 
Specialties and there was ample wine and 
soda with snacks prepared there for the 
attendees. 
This is the sixth year of Villanova's 
NIABA Chapter, which has presented in 
the past many wonderful seminars and 
programs. •-
The Villanova NIABA chapter co-
sponsered a meeting with Justice Scalia 
two years ago here at Villanova. 
I 
® I ' 
f-
* 
(f# 
Vadaation Maee, 
79tk at 
9am, 
Michael C. Rainone, Chairman of the Board of Directors of National Italian American Bar Association, Niaba Officers 
Judy Cannistraro, Secretary, Paul Clemente, President, Regina Graziani, Vice President, Tony T Treeasurer, Greg 
Lavorgna, Secretary of the Philadelphia Justinian Society. 
THE DOCKET WANTS YOU 
NEXT YEAR! 
A variety of positions available. 
If you can edit. Photo&raPh. write. 
draw, kvetcb or prooof-reed. Drop a 
line to Rich McGuire in the Docket 
mailbox in Room 34. 
• 
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EdUor-in-Chief, Sichard P. McGuire 
To the Villanova Law Curamunity. 
As promised, 1 have ii "real" editiirixl tlii'> month. I 
bav« beard rumors of something diMurbini! rccrntl). 
Somelhins rotten tirom my past seems to have fotiowed 
me from college. I have heard rumors that there are 
Throats here at ViUanova Law .Sehool. 
Before yeu think I'm going off on another free-form 
mental excursion, let me explain. I went to the Johns 
Hopkins UniversJt}- as an undergrad. At Johns Hopkins, 
the first thing they tell you is to watch out for the 
"Throats." The term comes from the word cut-throat, 
which very accarately describes the level at which many 
students competed. These are the people who, upon 
getting a paper ass^nment, check out all four copies of 
one tMiok from the library w that no one else can use: 
Then tbey keep the book for the entire semester, gladly 
paying the fines in search of the almighty four-point-«h. 
These are the folks who erase names from room 
schedules, who hide bookii, and who erase files from 
computers. There goal is to be the best at all costs, not to 
learnv • • • 
What causes a person to do this? Mosrt likely, it was 
the pressure. Johns Hopkins and Cal Tech were 
constantly battling for the distinction of "toughest 
course-toad in America" during my undergrad years. 
Hopkins was a pressure cooker. Take some of the best 
and brightesti who were used to outshining their peers 
with ease, and step up the competition two or three 
notches, and some people couMn't handle it They woul^ 
resort to underhanded tactics to succeed. More often 
than not, it didn't help these people any; It just made 
them less than perfect and disliked. 
AH of which brings me back to Villanova, ! have 
heard rumors, nothing snbstantiali mind you, and 
certainty nothing that would warrant bringing any 
Honor Board charges, but rumors. Somebody here does 
something that isn't quite ethical, cutting someone else 
out of an opportunity. Someone hides a case reporter, or 
tears a page out of a law review, j^umeone does 
something not to help themselves learn, but to keep 
someone else from learning. 
So here's my public plea. DON'T IK) THIS! Perhaps 
it's trite to say, bul this is cheating. Cheating ultimately 
won't help you, it will hurt yim. It doesn't make yoii a 
better person or a better profe.ssional. {.litimately. it will 
catch up to you, whether personally or professionally. If 
yoa make yonrwlf appear to be better than ymi are by 
cheating, it will show up later. Cream rises to the top; 
and other stuff invariably fails to the lees. 
We are entering a much maligned profession 
Lawyers are seriously thought of by many as less than 
human. The only way to change this is by example. We 
need to set the example for the world to see. By our 
actions, we can cither show the world that their opinions 
are correct, or we can return the profession to the 
nobility it once commanded. We need to maintain our 
intcgrety while in law school in order show integrety to 
the world as lawyers. We need to learn more than the 
law within these halts. We need to leam what the law is 
about; specificaily justice and notions of fair play. If we 
cannot ourselves practice these justice, how can we 
represent cUeats Sevang justice? And hew can we blame 
staff 
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WEEKEND OF 
THE 
FEDERALISTS 
By Sean H. Porter 
I was three-quarters the way through a 
smooth Dominican cigar at Harry's Velvet 
Room (on South Clark, Chicago) when it all 
came together in a sort of epiphany: a Stoli 
martini really does need three olives in order to 
maximize drinking pleasure. Of course, that's 
not the official reason I was in Chicago. I was 
part of the Villanova contingency attending the 
national symposium for the student chapters of 
the Federalist Society. The topic was the role 
of (or lack thereof) Original Intent in modem 
American jurisprudence. 
We Villanova Federalists were feeling 
pretty good about ourselves after landing Dick 
Thomburgh to speak on Thursday, April 6. I 
mean, there must have been 40-50 students 
who turned out to hear the former Governor. 
This from a student body which, when offered 
the secret of life, asks "Is there any free beer?" 
(Of course, that IS the secret of life.) 
Governor Thomburgh spoke on the Rule of 
Law. For those who didn't show up (i.e., the 
faculty, who remained true to the party line), 
the essential elements of the former 
Governor's speech were these: (1) the 
Commies were wrong; (2) China's a really 
messed up place; (3) America, in spite of the 
Democrats, is still a pretty decent place; and 
(4) what the world really needs is more 
lawyers, preferably the kind who love to bring 
class action suits over large-scale industrial 
accidents (e.g., Chernobyl). There was one 
point where I could have sworn Mr. 
Thomburgh linked his response to the Three 
Mile Island disaster with fear of lawsuits. 
Now that's public policy we can all be proud 
to endorse. 
As a Conservative and enthusiastic 
Federalist, I must admit that Governor 
Thornburghis speech wasn't exactly the 
rousing kick-in-the-butt trashing of the 
American Left that I was hoping for, but 
realistically I should have never expected such 
a message from one of the leading players in 
the passage of the Americans With Disabilities 
Act. After all, this "well-intentioned" piece of 
benevolent mush has turned compulsive 
Twinky eating into a federal entitlement, not to 
mention the "loving" cash subsidies doled out 
to drug addicts who can't seem to hold down a 
job. The sociologists at Yale are still trying to 
find the link between crack smoking and 
unemployment; perhaps the LBJ treatise on 
social policy is getting in the way of clear 
thinking. 
Govemor Thomburgh's views on the Rule 
of Law were standard fare. Basically, a system 
of written laws that everyone (theoretically) 
follows is superior to a system where armed 
thugs show up in the middle of the night and 
sprit away the latest violator of the People's 
Revolutionary Justice (short for "shut up or 
face a firing squad—on second thought . . ." 
BANG!) Governor Thornburghis speech 
concluded with a call to arms for all you 
political types to throw your hat into the arena 
of public service. In all candor, I enjoy having 
a soul. Besides, those ACLU freaks (the only 
people either rich or stupid enough to pursue 
public interest law) are a bunch of atheists. 
Politics aside, the former Govemor and his 
wife, Ginny, are perhaps the nicest people 
breathing today. After spending five minutes 
with them, you become overwhelmed with the 
desire to wrap them up in a big hug while 
simultaneously singing "God Bless America." 
All in all, the evening was a swell affair. 
There was free beer. 
Three hours later, the Villanova Federalists 
were on our way to Baltimore to catch our 
cheap, cheap flight to Chicago. Along for the 
extravagai)za were (all names have been 
changed to protect the innocent) Regina "live 
Got the Negatives" Graziani, Erin "Lowell 
Weicker/George Bush Republican" 
Henderson, David "Loophole" Straite, and 
myself. Upon arriving in Chicago and being 
good Conservatives, we asked the most 
pressing question of the weekend: "How do 
we get to Gino's East?" Imagine pizza five 
inches thick, 4000 calories per slice, and 
dripping with animal fat. Mmmmm ... £uiimal 
fat. 
Eventually, we made our way to 
Northwestem's School of Law. Immediately 
we were stmck by the physical size and beauty 
of the building (not to mention the view of 
Lake Michigan), and at once saddened at the 
realization that VLS really does look like a 
cheap middle school. (Administration, take 
note, it's called shameless groveling at the feet 
of wealthy alumni.) Anyway, all the blue and 
gray suits and red ties signaled we had found 
the right place. 
As I stated before, the topic of the 
symposium was the role of Original Intent in 
American jurisprudence. Zzz ... or so I 
thought. Actually, people get quite worked up 
over this stuff. In fact. Lino Graglia and (I 
think) Cass Sunstein came to fisticuffs 
(figuratively, at least from my back-row seat). 
The pro and con positions for Originalism can 
be summed up as follows: Pro — Earl Warren 
is the epitome of what happens when judges 
are allowed to run free (basically a game of 
"bobbing for fundamental rights"); Con — 
women can't have abortions (those Founders 
obviously were not "progressive" because they 
lacked laptops, a polio vaccine, and condoms). 
But Chicago wasn't meant to be seen inside 
a palatial auditorium at Northwestern. We had 
all the ingredients for fun: cheap vodka (really 
Straite, just spend the extra $3 and buy the 
Stoli), free hotel ice, and "Dit-ka" (I had to get 
it in somewhere: Da Bearsss). Four hours later 
and we're at The Ginger Man, up by Wrigley 
Field (Hey Batter Batter . . . Swing Batter!), 
where the beer list is as long as Locke's 
Second Treatise on Government. Along for 
the ride was Catholic U's Guadeloupe Pete, 
who was convinced that the cab ride back to 
the hotel was headed in the wrong direction. 
However, I incoherently assured him that we 
were headed in the right direction, because 
(and I quote) "The Ocean is on the left." This 
seemed to anger our cabby, who took great 
pains to remind me that what I was looking at 
was Lake Michigan. (Theoretically, because 
we were going south, the ocean was on our 
left: 2000 miles away.) 
The next day's events included a frank and 
earnest discussion on the 14th Amendment. 
Here's a bit of history many of you probably 
didn't know: the. 14th Amendment only 
became a Constitutional Amendment in the 
first place because the North basically wrote 
the thing and then forced the South to play a 
sort of "Say Uncle" game (i.e., occupation 
armies have a funny way of affecting the 
outcome of votes). The symposium concluded 
with this general proposition: because many 
modem judges feel at liberty to impose their 
personal predilections upon the Constitution, 
we are living in an age of illegitimacy, in 
terms of the Rule of Law. The only tme way 
to live under a system of Constitutional Law is 
to follow what the Constitution says, not what 
we want it to say in order to find a convenient 
way around the Supreme Law of the Land. 
Our Constitutional system is not supposed to 
be convenient. 
Saturday night at the finale banquet, Gary 
Lawson (one of the founders of the Federalist 
Society) taught us a new song: Ode to a Dying 
Liberal (The Day the Rehnquist Court Sat). 
The chorus (to the tune of American Pie) went 
something like this: 
My, my, kiss the old days good-bye 
Cited Brennan, Marx and Lenin, but it just 
wouldn't fly 
Paul Simon's staffers could just sit around and 
cry 
Saying "maybe wei'll give Judge Bork a try" 
"maybe wei'll give Judge Bork a try." 
And as I sat later that night drinking Remy and 
smoking that cigar, I thought "Oh to be young 
and Conservative in America: it truly is a 
Wonderful.time to be alive!" 
All pieces for the forum section of the next Docket must be turned into the Docket Mailbox in 
room 34 by August 20,1995 no later than 5:00 p.m. Each letter must contain the name, address 
and phone number of the author and must be typed, or preferably, on disk. The Docket reserves 
the right to refuse any piece based on size, and requests that all pieces not exceed five double 
spaced, typed pages. Any questions regarding the policies or any other information regarding the 
forum section can be answered by contacting an editor of the Docket staff. Let your voice be 
heard! 
" -
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Three Years in Review 
A Review of the Law 
School's Best Parties 
r 'M ' by The eyes and ears of this institution 
Well, it's time to move on. My three year 
lease on the lounge expires in a few weeks and 
I'll need a new place to live soon. I could write 
a lot of mumbo jumbo about lessons of life, 
blah, blah, blah that you would half-assedly 
read. (Is that an adverb?) 
Anyway, I'll write something more 
entertaining. Here is the highlight film of the 
Class of'95: 
RKST PARTIES 
(Of course the anonymity of students, will be 
maintained.) 
"The Fray/Partay" (a.k.a. "The Fray 
Melee", "The Lig Gig") 
April 3, 1993 - A date which will live in 
infamy. 
Party breaks out into scattered wrestling 
matches including one in which D.L. and E.F. 
break a 2nd story Sugartown window. 
The last time I have a drink before finals end 
40 days later (a.k.a. Constructive Lent). 
"The Parking Lot Jam" (a.k.a "Jailhouse 
Rock") 
May 12, 1993 - A date which will live in 
infamy. 
Criminal Exam ends. 4 kegs in the parking lot 
until Villanova security broke it up. As the 
authorities are taking S.O.'s name, a small 
group of students begin chanting, "S.O 
graduates", much like the previous night's 
episode of 90210 when Donna Martin is almost 
barred from partaking in graduation 
ceremonies. First drink in 40 days. I could 
really feel it. Later that evening, the Radnor 
Police caught up with us and provided us with 
free police ride-alongs. 
"Phillies clinch the National League East" 
(a.k.a. "About Time") 
September 21, 1993 - A date which will live in 
infamy. 
The Phillies are playing the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
A group of about 25 students has assembled 
(not peacefully) in the lounge to watch a 
baseball game. There is beer on hand. Lots of 
it. The Phillies are trailing rather late in the 
game when Mariano Duncan hits a grand slam 
putting the Phillies ahead comfortably. The 
Most Promising Civil Litigator trophy is 
grabbed from the shelves and beer is poured 
into it. The trophy is passed around and 
students drink from the trophy. At the end of 
the game Mariano Duncan is named the Gillete the sports fans cheered. 
Most Promising Civil Litigator. Go Phils!!!!! 
Look for more good times in the upcoming 
weeks. Until then remember. 
"Chris Pepe's 70's Party" (a.k.a "The 
March of Death") 
October 29, 1993 - A date which will live in 
infamy. 
70's party at former SBA President Chris 
Pepe's house in Broomall. After many hours, 
of deliberation, K.M. feels it would be a fine 
idea to walk home to Norristown at 3 AM. 
This walk of course took place in a green 
leisure suit worn to the party. After 4 hours of 
marching, K.M. spots a car with a Villanova 
Law decal on its back windshield and knocks 
on the door. She is still wearing the 
aforementioned green leisure suit. 
"Law Review/ELJ/SELF/Moot Court 
Cocktail Party" (a.k.a "Hello Can") 
October 14, 1994 - A date which will live in 
infamy. . 
The annual cocktail party is being held in the 
cafeteria commons. ("By day it's a mild-
mannered cafeteria, at night it turns into . . . 
The Cafeteria Commons!!!") S.O. is there with 
his date M.C. He does not know her all that 
well. M.C. proceeds to get completely out of 
hand talking it up with professors, using them 
to prop her up, etc. M.C. talks to Professor T. 
who is a teacher of S.O. He is S.O.'s teacher in 
a class S.O. does not attend all too often. 
Bankruptcy. M.C. asks Professor T. if he is 
S.O.'s teacher. Professor T. responds, "Well, I 
haven't seen him in 2 and a half weeks". He 
was not smiling. Upon receiving fall grades, 
S.O. leams why they call it Bankrupt-C!!!!! 
"Spring Semester Karaoke TG" (a.k.a. 
"Holy Mess Batman") 
April 6, 1995 - A date which will live in 
infamy. 
The fourth karaoke TG in our three year stay. 
Easily the best. 
People were singing who we hadn't heard talk 
in years. ILs, 
J.K. and M.S. are singing Prince's "Raspberry 
Beret" but not doing too hot a job and skipping 
half the words. S.O. gets on the mike and 
informs them, "There are words you know". 
M.S. responds "They're not on the screen." 
S.O. responds, "Oh, yes they are. They're those 
things on the screen with the letters. Those are 
words." • The crowd cheers. Later, the 
aforementioned J.K. is doing backup vocals to 
Young M.C.'s "Bust a Move". Again not very 
wholeheartedly. 3L D.A. proceeds to grab the 
free microphone and do a kickass job of the 
number all while dancing frantically. Again, 
I'm sure that there are many other 
good times not mentioned. But, hey I've got S!!!!! He's a vegetarian. S! S! S! 
finals and sourcechecks and other "too much S!!!!!!!! Taught about fertile octagenarians! 
free time activities that need attention too. 
Congratulations to the new SBA officers: 
P r e s i d e n t :  H o l l i  S a n d s  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t :  J o h n  S c h e i b  
S e c r e t a r y :  E l i z a b e t h  D r e y  
T r e a s u r e r :  J o n a t h a n  S p a d t  
T h i r d  Y e a r  C l a s s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
C a r l o s  G u z m a n  
J o h n  G .  R i c h a r d s  
M a r i s s a  P o r t i l l o  
M  e  1  i  s  s  a  W  o  j  t  y  1  a  k  
S e c o n d  Y e a r  C l a s s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
M i c h a e l  M u l l e n  
A n d r e w  M o n k e m e y e r  
S e a n  B e l l e w  
T e r e s a  R a i d  
A B A R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
S h e r r i  A f f r u n t i  
U n i v e r s i t y  S e n a t o r  
R a y  W a l h e i m  
W 
THE VILLANOVA SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT LAW 
SOCIETY PROUDLY ANNOUNCES ITS 1995-1996 OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT • DAVE HACKETT 
VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAMMING • DEAN HARRISON 
VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNICATIONS • THOMAS SPIES 
TREASURER - MIKE MULLIN 
SECRETARY - JENNIFER KURMAN 
Moot Court ^ oard 
is pkased to announce the 
1995 -1996 'EX'ECUTI'VE CO'MMl'TmE 
Chairperson 
jamk !Perrapato 
Mme[J^ministrators 'Bend fMemo Coordinator 
Christine (Bmlt (Betfiany Spear 
Business 9^anmer 
Stacy Stattery 
'Reimel'Evafmtor 
JatimaSntaiman 
Outside Competition Coordinator 
^eneSchriver 
Writing Competition Coordinator 
9^iche[[e %eeney 
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F^O(RUOV[/^ M^WS 
NIABA Sponsored Panel Discusses UN 
Panel Discusses "Art Convention on 
of Lawyering in the Children's Rights 
Nineties/' 
By Richard P. McGuire 
Our own Professor Leonard Packet 
moderated a panel discussion on "The Art of 
Lawyering in the Nineties: What They Don't 
Teach You in Law School" on — . 
The panel consisted of Karen DeGennaro, 
who has served for six years as the chief of the 
sex crimes unit in the Montgomery County 
District Attorney's office, Frank DiSimone, '70, 
who has served on the Philadelphia District 
Attorney's Office in the Homicide Division, 
Nicholas J. Lisi, a candidate for the Board of 
Governors, and A. Charles Peruto, Sr., 
prominent Philadelphia attorney, lifelong 
resident, and Justinian society member. 
Frank DiSimone, speaking first, cautioned 
the students of today against looking at the law 
as a science. "The practice of law is an art," 
according to Mr. DiSimone, that lawyers create 
in the courtroom. He warned that the toughest 
lawyers to face are those who are sincere and 
secure in their position. While he stressed the 
necessity of preparation, he also warned against 
relying too heavily on notes, as this would 
detract from one's "feel" of the case. He also 
advised future lawyer to jump right into the 
courtroom to get the feel of a trial as soon as 
possible. 
Karen DeGennaro stressed the importance of 
finding one's own style. She warned against 
trying to emulate another attorney to the extent 
that one loses oneself. She spoke about the "old 
boys network" and how it still exists in the 
profession of law, but also said that there is 
room for women in the law, and that a woman 
can even use the "old boys network" to one's 
advantage. Ms. DeGennaro also advised 
student against looking at the profession as a 
business. Law should be a profession, in which 
character and integrity are important. She 
warned against hurting the reputation of the 
profession. Ms. DeGennaro went on to speak 
about the importance of being happy in one's 
field. 
Nicholas Lisi also spoke about law as a 
business. While recognizing the need for the 
business aspect, he too warned against looking 
at the profession as a business. He spoke about 
the current trend of "Rambo style of law," 
which we should seek to change. The crux of 
Mr. Lisi's speech was respect. He emphasized 
the importance of respecting everyone in the 
courtroom, especially the clerks. He stressed 
the importance of comporting oneself as a 
professional. Perhaps what Mr. Lisi stressed the 
most was the necessity of keeping one's word, 
which the entire panel agreed was of the utmost 
importance. Mr. Lisi further advised the 
students present to work hard and to innovate in 
the law. The law should be crafted, not plugged 
in like an SAT. 
Mr. Peruto began his speech with the 
observation that if, when one lays down in bed 
at night and reflects on the day, and one has not 
leeuned anything or had fun, "get back out of 
bed!" Mr. Peruto also emphasized the 
imp9rtant of one's word. "Say nothing or say 
the truth." He is of the opinion that lawyers are 
better served being honest and up front than 
deceitful. "Cream always rise to the top," 
according to Mr. Peruto. He told the students 
that the courts are not so blind that they don't 
understand what is going on, and ultimately 
taking the high road will pay off 
Mr. Peruto used an analogy to explain the 
difference between law school and practice. 
"Law school is like a hardware store." What we 
leam in class are the tools we need to build the 
law. That, however, does not make us expeil 
crafters. That skill one can only learn by 
observation and experience. All the panel 
agreed upon the value of watching good lawyers 
in action. 
The discussion lasted approximately two 
hours, and those in attendance were very 
pleased with the quality of the discussion. "I 
felt it was really insightful, and it made me look 
at law in a way that I had forgotten about under 
the stress of the classroom," said one student in 
attendance. The Docket thoroughly encourages 
all students to take advantage of the excellent 
programs the Villanova Law School student 
organizations present on campus. 
By Jim Arsenault 
On March 30, 1995, the Family Law and 
International Law Societies sponsored a panel 
discussion on the United Nation's Convention 
on the Rights' of the Child. Moderated by 
Professor Abraham, the panel of lawyers and 
educators addressed the effects the 
Convention would have on US law should it 
be ratified. 
The United Nations General Assembly 
adopted the Convention on November 20, 
1989. The treaty requires signing nations to 
take affirmative steps to protect the social, 
economic and political rights of children, 
including all of the fundamental rights and 
basic civil liberties enjoyed by adults. 
Additionally, the Convention proposes 
specific reforms in child labor, education and 
juvenile justice. 
The Clinton Administration signed the 
Convention on February 16, 1995, showing 
the United States' intention to ratify the 
treaty. After conducting a full executive 
review of the proposed treaty and its impact 
on domestic law, the Administration must 
submit the Convention to the Senate for 
ratification. Because the treaty will require 
implementing legislation to bring it into full 
force, the House of Representatives will play 
a crucial role in the implementing the treaty. 
Panelist Sanford J. Fox, Professor of Law 
at Boston College Law School, noted that 
before the adoption of the Convention "the 
United Nations had no power to act" to 
protect the rights of children. Fox regards the 
Convention as a "milestone in the ability of 
the international community to protect 
children." 
The key hurdle facing the Convention will 
likely come from states' rights advocates. 
Because the treaty's subject matter "is one 
that traditionally belonged within state 
jurisdiction," the individual states will feel the 
brunt of the treaty's domestic impact. Since 
the Supremacy Clause of the Constitution puts 
treaties on an even par with acts of Congress 
and the Constitution itself as the supreme law 
of the land, any inconsistent state law would 
be trumped by the treaty. The Congress may 
feel pressure from the states opposing the 
changes the treaty would impose on the states. 
According to Fox, this would be a major 
factor that would have to be addressed during 
the ratification process. 
Dr. Stuart Hart, Chairman of the National 
Committee on the Rights of the Child, hailed 
the Convention for its attempts to secure the 
"best interests" of the child, a standard he 
finds to be ill defined both domestically and 
internationally. The best interest standard is 
incorporated into several key sections of the 
Conventions as the test to judge compliance 
of nation states signing the compact. 
Domestically, opinion on the Convention 
varies. In 1990, the Congress unanimously 
passed a non-binding joint resolution in 
support of the treaty; the ABA House of 
Delegates added its conditional support to the 
Convention in 1994. Despite these 
endorsements of the treaty, there has been 
significant criticism of the Conventions from 
various US public interest groups. Besides 
opposition on the preemption of state law 
grounds, the Convention has also drawn fire 
from pro-choice camps becaiuse of its 
guarantee of every child's right to life before 
and after birth. Further, the national Home 
Schoolers Association has taken exception to 
the guarantee of a right to education that does 
not include home schooling. 
The Clinton Administration shares these 
concerns and has raised its own reservations 
about the Convention, despite suggesting the 
nation's intention to ratify the treaty. 
Specifically, the State Department has taken 
exception over the treaty provisions 
prohibiting the death penalty as punishment 
for juvenile defendants and an interpretation 
of the fundamental right to education that 
includes mandatory sexual education. Panelist 
Dorianne Beyer, Director of Defense for 
Children International, has consulted with the 
Administration about its concerns. She 
reports that the President will likely negotiate 
with the critics of the Convention to build the 
broad based support that will be necessary to 
ensure ratification. 
The treaty will begin its legislative 
trek in the Senate Foreign Relations 
ANYONE NEED A 
REMINDER? 
//V 
Exhibit At Vilianova 
April - May 1995 
CANNULI, O.S.A. 
Vilianova University Art Gallery • Connelly Center 
Vilianova Pennsylvania • Information : (610) 519-4612 
The Docket  would  l ike  to  
congra tu la te  the  graduat ing  
th i rd  year  s tudents .  
You have  worked  long  
and  hard ,  and  deserve  
the  bes t  in  l i fe .  
Remember  your  t ime 
here  fondly ,  and  
remember to hire Vilianova 
third years next year. 
